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Fund raiser 

to aid 

terrorist 

victims 

Today is the last 
day to donate 
money to the Na­
tional Honor Soci­
ety's fund raiser to

benefit victims of 
the September 11 
terrorist attacks. 

The fund, spon­
sored by the United 
Way, will send the 
money directly to 
relief efforts in New 
York City. 

The fundraiser, 
chaired by senior 
Katie Oberg, is one 
of NHS' service 
projects around the 
community. 

"This project was 
brought to the 
society's attention 
by the members in 
the wake of the Sep­
tember 11th at­
tacks," counselor 
Bobbi Brown said. 

The executive 
committee of se­
niors Katie Oberg, 
Brad Wire, Kendra 
Droppers and Drew 
Palmer brought the 
idea to the whole 
society, who then 
decided to take fur­
ther action. 

"Even though we 
live so far from 
New York City, I 
just wanted to help 
in some way," said 
Oberg. 

by Jessica 
Callahan 

Pierre proves to be ahead of the times: 

'Minneshosho Days' eliminated long ago 

W
atertown 
H i g h
S c h o o l

could take a lesson from 
Riggs. 

They, together with 
Sisseton, Woonsocket 
and Estelline, recently 
had racial discrimination 
complaints filed against 
them over their use of 
Native American nick­
names, team names, mas­
cots and imagery that 
some Native Americans 
find offensive. 

What many current 
Riggs students may not 
know is that our school 
history includes a home­
coming tradition that 
was abolished sixteen 
years ago after local Na­
tive Americans com­
plained that it was offen­
sive. 

Watertown's current 
homecoming, called Ki­
Yi Days, seems to have 
many similarities to 
Pierre's former 
"Minneshosho Days ." 

Up until 1984, Indian 
traditions permeated our 
high school's coronation 
ceremony. In fact, a re­
view of old school year­
books shows that the 
"Minneshosho Days" 
coronation was held as 
far back as 1910. 

The homecoming can­
didates, four boys and six 
girls, marched in to the 
beat of the traditional 
Minneshosho song 
played by the band. The 
candidates dressed in In­
dian attire, complete 
with moccasins. A 

uThere was racism masked in the 
word ✓honor.' Honor was never 
defined. "-Francis Whitebird 

marshall and queen were 
crowned with flowing 
headdresses made from 
painted feathers. Candi­
dates wore fringed buck­
skin-look costumes that 
had Native American 
symbols painted on 
them. Cheerleaders led 
the audience in a 
Minneshosho cheer. 

"We tried to make it 
[ the coronation cer­
emony] traditional and 
dignified in an Indian 
sense by bringing in real 
Indian dancers and a 
beautiful hand-painted 
backdrop," Latin teacher 
Jay Mickelson said. "But 
the truth was, it got to the 
point that there was no 
longer any honor in­
volved. Actually, I found 
the ceremony quite offen­
sive." 

In 1985, Francis 
Whitebird, a Lakota who 
later served as South 
Dakota's Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, visited 
the high school to talk to
the administration and 
the students about the 
homecoming festivities. 
He believed that the 
coronation ceremony 
was racist and that Indi­
ans were being made fun 
of, although the official 
position of the school 
was that it "honored" 

Native Americans. 
"There wai\ racism 

masked in the word 
'honor.' Honor was never 
defined. I talked to the 
administration and they 
were set against not 
changing it. They argued 
it was tradition," 
Whitebird said. 

After talking to the ad­
ministration, Whitebird 
visited the student coun­
cil, asking them to recon­
sider their use of Native 
American imagery. 

Terri Ulmen Johnson 
was the school's first 
"First Lady" in 1986 after 
the school dropped the 
Native American theme. 
She was a junior and a 
member of the student 
council when Whitebird 
asked the students 
in1985 to consider drop­
ping the Indian theme. 
She said the students 
were very cooperative. 

"We never really 
fought it. As students, we 
thought it was time for 
something new and dif­
ferent. We [the girls] were 
really excited about get­
ting to wear formals. 
There was not much op­
position from the stu­
dents," Johnson said. 

The student body did 
have input and voted to
change the traditions. 

TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE...Tracy Roberts and Kory 
Nincehelser display 011tfits worn by the queen 
candidates in the early 1970s and early 80s. (photo by 
Mallari Barnett) 

"They had the fore­
sight to understand," 
Whitebird said. 

The changes came 
gradually. In the fall of 
1985, the ceremony was 
altered to eliminate every 
Indian reference except 
the costumes. The next 
year, the ceremony was 
completely changed into 
a formal event with a 
Governor and a First 
Lady, like it is today. 

"I believe it was a 
good change. The only 
thing that was better be­
fore is that so many 
people were involved 
and it was fun for every­
one, not just the candi­
dates," Johnson said. 

Some wonder how 

Minneshosho Days ever 
got started in the first 
place. "It had absolutely 
nothing to do with being 
the Governors. Why we 
ever had it in the first 
place, I don't have a 
clue," health teacher 
Carol Pickering said. 

Yet it was a tradition in 
the Pierre Schools for al­
most 75 years before giv­
ing way to our current 
tradition of crowning a 
"Governor" and "First 
Lady." 

Pierre's experience 
with this issue more than 
a decade ago seems, in 
retrospect, to have been 
ahead of its time. 

by Dakota Bixler 
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'Raise the mound' 
Barry Bonds broke the 

record for home runs in 
a season this year. But 
does anyone really care? 

I mean, when Mark 
McGwire did it three 
years ago, it was on net­
work television and a 
huge celebration fol­
lowed. 

Bonds does it, and it's 
almost as if people don't 
care anymore. 

Well I, for one, don't 
care. To me, Mark 
McGwire and Sammy 
Sosa's struggle to break 
Roger Maris's record 
brought a tremendous at­
mosphere back to base­
ball. 

However, if a change 
isn't made, the records 
will keep climbing, and 
people will start ho-hum­
ming at 60 home runs per 
season. 

What to change, you 
ask? Well, I'll tell you. It's 
not the ball, despite what 
many say. It's wound 
tighter, but people still 
will crush the ball. 

The answer lies with 
the ten inches of dirt 
called the pitcher 's 
mound. 

The mound was low­
ered after the 1968 sea­
son, when Bob Gibson 
(St. Louis) and Denny 
McLain (Detroit), the two 
best pitchers in baseball 
at the time, plowed 
through the opposition. 

In 1969, the mound 
was lowered to ten 
inches, and offense im­
mediately went up. 

It has gone up ever 
since, a cycle that has 

brought us to the offen­
sive juggernauts we have 
today. 

Gibson and McLain's 
number's changed be­
tween 1968 and 1969, 
with McLain striking out 
100 less and Gibson 
walking 30 more. They 
both gave up 50 more 
hits. 

Average runs per 
game have risen ever 
since but has skyrocketed 

RUNS PER GAME 

AL NL 

1968 3.41 3.43 

1969 4.09 4.05 

1973 4.28 4.15 

1998 5.00 4.59 

2000 5.30 5.00 

in the last couple seasons. 
In the last two seasons, 

the numbers jumped al­
most as big as they had 
in the previous 20 years. 

Baseball has become 
not a game of strategy, 
where every run counts, 
but too often a match of 
who can hit farther. 

These 10-9 home run 
games are like the cir­
cus-it's fun to see once 
or twice but why keep 
going back? 

Look at the game this 
past Sunday, game five of 
the National League Di­
visional Series, pitting St. 
Louis against Arizona. 

The game ended with 
the Diamondbacks win­
ning 2-1, and it was the 
best-played game of the 
playoffs to date. 

If Major League Base­
ball wants to again be 
America's pastime, they 
need to raise the mound. 

SPORTS GOVERNOR 

Golf team adjusts to rearragement 
Boys golf underwent 

some major changes this "

year, one of which was 
the elimination of the re­
gional tournament. 

The Sou th Dakota 
High School Activities 
Association decided to 
eliminate a regional tour­
nament leading up to the 
state tournament when 
they switched to a three­
class system this fall. 

Prior to this year, golf 
consisted of two classes, 
A and B. Now it consists 
of three, AA, A and B. 

The schools with the 
highest 16 enrollments 
are in class AA, the next 
16 in A, with the remain­
der in B. 

FORE! ... Junior Steven Kohler takes a swing while teammates Brian Hylle, Drew 
Johnson, and Zachary Vogt wait their tum. (Gumbo photo) 

"I'm glad the whole 
team gets the experience 
of going to state, no mat­
ter what. But, now my 
boys don't have to work 
as hard, therefore not get­
ting the chance to step up 
and prove themselves," 
said Bohls. 

team has been through a 
lot of "growing pains" 
this year with a very in­
experienced team. 

than Hillsview. 
Bohls hopes that 

Hillsview will be ready 
for the golfers next fall 

According to boys golf 
coach Todd Bohls, the 
change of classes can be 
good and bad. 

Another part of their 
growing pains is due to 
the construction that has 

With the regional tour­
nament no longer exist­
ing, all AA teams go to 
state. 

Golf is harder than 
what it appears, Bohls 
says. He explains that the 

· been taking place at
Hillsview. This forced the
team to relocate to the
Dunes golf course in Ft.
Pierre, a shorter course

"Since our letter win­
ners graduated, we prac­
tically started over with 
brand new players that 
don't have the experi­
ence," says Bohls. 

by Tiffany Murtland 

SCHIEF'S VARSITY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 
Girls Basketball 
Current record: 9-5; rated 5th 
in the state 
Last game: Win over 
Brookings last Saturday, 34-
23 
Next game: Tonight at home 
against Mitchell 
Notable performance: Kassi 
Schuetzle had eight key 
points against Brookings. 

Cross Country 
Last event: Huron Invite last 
Thursday; boys placed 2nd 
and girls placed 5th 
Next event: State tourna­
ment tomorrow at Rapid 
City 
Notable performances: Both 
Harry Decker and Whitney 
Barnett placing in the top ten 
in the varsity races in Hu­
ron . Luke Edwards won the 
J .V. race at Huron. 

Football 
Current record: 1-9 
Last game: lost 14-20 last night 
in Aberdeen 
Next game: season over 
Notable performance: Dan 
Swenson has become a really 
good lineman since his injury 
eariler in the season 
Coach's comment: "We have 
great seniors athletes with great 
attitudes. We played better de­
fense, and we were more accu­
rate. We executed the field re­
ally well.-Coach Chad Gusso 

Girls Tennis 
Last event: State Tournament 
October 4-6 
Notable performances: Hana 
Bloomberg and Kate Wylie 
placed 1st at ESD and placed 
4th at State in the number one 
doubles. 

Soccer 
Last game: Both boys and 
girls: State tournament last 
weekend in Aberdeen. 
Notable performances: 
Zachary Parsons has been 
playing his most agressive 
soccer of the season. 

Boys Golf 
Last event: State tourna­
ment in Sioux Falls October 
8-9
Notable performance:
Zach Vogt placed 38th at
state
Coach's comment: "Start­
ing over with a new team
this year was tough, but it
proved to be quite a learn­
ing experience for every­
one. Hopefully we can
continue to improve for
next year." -Coach Todd
Bohls

compiled by Jenna 
Schiefelbein 








